
 

 

  PRESS RELEASE 

 
Piazza Monte Grappa, 4 
00195 Rome – Italy 
 
Press Office 
Ph. +39 06 32473313 
Fax +39 06 32657170 
 
www.finmeccanica.com 
ufficiostampa@finmeccanica.com  
 

 

Finmeccanica  plays a leading role in the global aerospace and defence industry, and participates in some of the sector’s biggest international programmes through its 

group companies and well-established alliances with European and USA partners. A leader in the design and manufacture of helicopters, defence and security electronics, 

civil and military aircraft, aerostructures, satellites, space infrastructure and defence systems, Finmeccanica is Italy’s leading high-tech company. It also boasts significant 

manufacturing assets and skills in the transport and energy sectors; it is listed on the Milan stock market and operates via a number of group companies and joint 

ventures. It has around 73,000 employees, with 12,400 working in the USA, 10,200 in the UK and 3,600 in France. As part of its drive to maintain and build on its 

technological excellence, Finmeccanica spends 14% of its revenues on Research and Development. 

 

 

  
 
Rome, 28 January 2009 
 
 
 

 

 

e-GEOS (Telespazio/ASI) signs an exclusive strategic alliance contract with 4C 

worth 180 million Euro to distribute COSMO-Sky-Med satellite data  
 

 
e-GEOS, a company set up by Telespazio (Finmeccanica/Thales) and the Italian Space Agency, has 
signed a contract worth 180 million Euro with Luxembourg based company 4C Satellite Images & 
Technologies SA (4C) for the exclusive transfer of the marketing rights of the Earth observation radar 
data from the Italian COSMO-SkyMed satellites in Nord Africa-Middle East and South East Asia.   
 
Under the agreement, 4C will be the exclusive distributor of COSMO-SkyMed data in the MENA 
(Middle East and North Africa) markets for the next ten years. In addition, 4C will acquire a ground 
station from e-GEOS for the reception and processing of COSMO-SkyMed data, which will be built in 
the GCC (Gulf Cooperation Council) region. e-GEOS and 4C will also work together on training 
activities and the development of applications.  
 
The agreement also provides 4C with the right to distribute Cosmo-SkyMed products in substantially 
all other African countries on a non-exclusive basis pursuant to an ancillary agreement which the 
parties have agreed to negotiate and sign prior to July 31, 2009. 
 
The agreement marks a major development in the global Earth observation industry and is expected to 
open up a new era in the security and surveillance services, particularly in the field of near real-time 
monitoring. The COSMO-SkyMed satellites have comprehensive data acquisition capabilities and can 
acquire images during the day, at night and in all weather conditions, thanks to a very high frequency 
low Earth orbit revisit cycle (every three to six hours). 
 
 
e-GEOS  
The company, which is majority owned by Telespazio (Finmeccanica 67%, Thales 33%) with the 
remaining shares held by the Italian Space Agency, with sites in Rome and Matera, aims to become a 
global leader in the sector of geospatial information, with an integrated range of application solutions, 
content and services, based on Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) and Very High Resolution (VHR) 
optical data. e-GEOS will operate along the whole of the value chain in Earth observation, from data 
acquisition and processing to the provision of services and applications. Thanks to the system’s 
unique and innovative characteristics, the data acquired from the radar satellites of the Italian 
COSMO-SkyMed constellation will enable the company to offer operational monitoring services that up 
to now were impossible. 
 
4C Satellite Images & Technologies SA .  
A company created under Luxembourg law, which is 100%-controlled by the 4C Controls Inc. The 
company markets Earth observation products and data based on high-resolution, optical and radar 
technology at international level. 
 
COSMO-SkyMed  
The COSMO-SkyMed satellite system, financed by the Italian Space Agency and the Ministry of 
Defence, comprises a constellation of four satellites (three of which are in orbit, with the launch of the 
fourth one scheduled for early 2010), and is equipped with radar sensors capable of operating day and 
night in all atmospheric conditions and with frequent revisitation times. 


