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Finmeccanica  plays a leading role in the global aerospace and defence industry, and participates in some of the sector’s biggest international programmes through its 
group companies and well-established alliances with European and USA partners. A leader in the design and manufacture of helicopters, defence and security electronics, 
civil and military aircraft, aerostructures, satellites, space infrastructure and defence systems, Finmeccanica is Italy’s leading high-tech company. It also boasts significant 
manufacturing assets and skills in the transport and energy sectors; it is listed on the Milan stock market and operates via a number of group companies and joint 
ventures. It has over 73,000 employees, with more than 12,600 working in the USA, about 10,100 in the UK and over 3,600 in France. As part of its drive to maintain and 
build on its technological excellence, Finmeccanica spends 12% of its revenues on Research and Development. 
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Finmeccanica at IDEF 2009: strategic industrial collaboration for the aerospace 

and defence industry in Turkey 

 
 
 
Finmeccanica, the main Italian industrial group operating in the aerospace, defence and security 
sectors, will be exhibiting at IDEF 2009, held in Istanbul from 27th to 30th April. The Group will be 
displaying its system integration capabilities for aerospace and defence applications, including 
homeland security, border and EEZ control, C4I, military communications, aircraft, helicopters, naval 
guns and torpedoes, and systems and satellites for defence and civil applications. 
 
Turkey represents a key country with which to establish strategic industrial collaboration in order to 
address both domestic market needs and also jointly exploit export opportunities in the European and 
NATO marketplace. Finmeccanica has well-established, long-term relationships with the Turkish 
Armed Forces, in particular in the helicopter field, with more than 250 contracted AgustaWestland 
helicopters; in defence and electronic systems Finmeccanica has supplied Air Traffic Management 
systems, military radars, communications systems and naval guns. 
 
In the most recently announced contracts in Turkey, Alenia Aeronautica will supply 10 ATR72 ASW 
aircraft for the MELTEM III programme, AgustaWestland will supply 50 T129 combat helicopters in 
cooperation with Turkish partners for the ATAK programme and Telespazio will supply a satellite 
system for the GOKTURK programme. 
 
Finmeccanica operates in Turkey with representative and operational offices of AgustaWestland and 
Alenia Aeronautica and also with SELEX Komunikasyon AS., a company mainly operating in the 
military telecommunications sector. The Finmeccanica companies exhibiting at IDEF 2009 are: 
 
AgustaWestland , a leading player in the rotorcraft sector, has recently been awarded the ATAK 
Programme contract to supply 50 T129 combat helicopters. The company is also offering a cutting 
edge customized solution to meet the Utilility Helicopter Programme (UHP) requirement.  
 
Alenia Aeronautica  is one of the most advanced aeronautical companies and started a fruitful 
industrial collaboration with Turkish Aerospace Industry for the development of the ATR 72 ASW, the 
new generation maritime patrol and anti-submarine warfare aircraft ordered by Turkish Navy and is 
exploring any possible solution to have Turkish aerospace industry joining the most important 
industrial partnership of Europe, the Eurofighter Typhoon, the most advanced swing role fighter 
available on the world market. Joining the Eurofighter programme, Turkish aerospace companies will 
be real partners of the Eurofighter Consortium, they will have access to significant and evolving high 
technologies and source codes; involment in the enhancement programmes, full access to capability 
to self repair the aircraft in service, full capabilities for updates and upgrades of the aircraft in service 
and significant spin-off to other European aerospace programmes. Alenia Aeronautica is also 
promoting the C-27J NATO standard medium air-lift transport aircraft, the only purpose designed 
military airlifter in its category and able to operate from unpaved and sandy strips. Alenia Aeronautica 
is also promoting maritime patrol aircraft and UAVs at IDEF 2009. 
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Oto Melara  is active in the land and naval defence systems, ranging from naval guns to next-
generation ammunition, artillery, armoured vehicles and anti-aircraft systems builds equipment 
currently in service with more than 50 countries world-wide. Oto Melara is exhibiting the Hitfact turret 
for armoured vehicles and also Vulcano, a family of Extended Range (ER) unguided ammunition and 
Long Range (LR) guided ammunition for 127mm naval guns and 155 mm land artillery. It is also 
exhibiting the new Dart precision guided rounds for medium calibre naval guns. 
 
WASS (Whitehead Alenia Sistemi Subacquei) is a world leader in underwater systems, recognised for 
its excellence in integrated systems engineering. At IDEF 2009 the Company is showing torpedoes 
and torpedo countermeasures suitable for Turkish Navy programmes, including MILGEM, TF2000 and 
submarines. 
 
SELEX Communications is a global supplier of advanced communication, navigation and 
identification solutions to protect communities and critical national infrastructure. With over 100 years 
of experience and driven by a relentless quest for innovation, the Company delivers advanced, secure, 
integrated and interoperable networked solutions for governmental, civil and military 
applications. Well-established in Turkey with its subsidiary SELEX Komunikasyon  AS based in 
Ankara, the Company has a long-term relationship with all the Armed Forces, and at IDEF 2009 is 
promoting Tactical Communication Systems and TETRA applications with a range of other 
communications systems, including those for the Soldato Futuro programme.  
 
SELEX Sistemi Integrati  is the European leader in the definition and integration of systems for 
defence, coastal and maritime surveillance and air traffic management. Its capabilities include systems 
for homeland protection, integrated air defence systems, battlefield C4I, naval combat management 
and air traffic management solutions. SELEX Sistemi Integrati has a large number of Air Traffic and Air 
Surveillance Radar Systems installed in Turkey and is promoting both at systems and equipment level. 
Since the Eighties SELEX Sistemi Integrati has supplied all the in-service infrastructures in the country 
– seven air traffic control centres and nineteen radar stations. 
 
Telespazio  is one of the main global operators in satellite operation, Earth observation, satellite 
navigation and the development of integrated communications networks, the company is owned by 
Finmeccanica (67%) and Thales (33%). Also exhibiting will be Thales Alenia Space  (owned 67% by 
Thales and 33% by Finmeccanica), based on outstanding worldwide successes offering systems and 
satellites for defence and civil applications. 
 

 

 

 


