
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Piazza Monte Grappa, 4 
00195 Rome – Italy 
 
Press Office 
Ph. +39 06 32473313 
Fax +39 06 32657170 
 
www.finmeccanica.com 
ufficiostampa@finmeccanica.com  
 

Finmeccanica  is Italy’s leading high-tech company, operating in the design and manufacture of helicopters, defence electronics, civil and military aircraft, aerostructures, 

satellites, space infrastructures, missiles. It plays a leading role in the European aerospace and defence industry, and participates in some of the biggest international 

programmes in the sector through well-established alliances with European and American partners. Finmeccanica also boasts significant manufacturing assets and skills 

in the Transports and Energy sectors. The Group is listed on the Milan Stock Exchange, and operates in Italy and abroad through subsidiaries and joint ventures. It 

employs over 60,000 staff in total of which approximately 10,000 in UK, 3,500 in France and 2,000 in US. As part of its drive to maintain and build on its technological 

expertise, Finmeccanica spends 14% of its revenues on Research and Development. 

 

  
 
 
 
Rome, 29 December 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Agreements signed between Telespazio and DRS Technologies, companies of the 

Finmeccanica Group 

 

Telespazio will provide communications services and satellite capacity to DRS 

Technologies 
 
 
 
Telespazio, a Finmeccanica/Thales company, has signed agreements for two separate contracts with 
DRS Technologies, which was acquired by Finmeccanica in October 2008. The agreement covers the 
provision of telecommunications services via the Italian SICRAL satellites and the Telespazio satellite 
telecommunications centre in Fucino. 
  
Under the first contract, which is for 12 years and worth around 30 million euro, Telespazio will provide 
DRS Technologies with satellite capacity via the Italian SICRAL military communications satellites, 
including SICRAL 1B, the second satellite in the system, which is scheduled for launch in February 
2009. Telespazio’s direct investment in the construction of SICRAL 1B means it has access to a 
portion of the satellite’s transmission capacity. 
 
The second contract is for seven years and worth 4 million euro, and involves the supply of satellite 
transmission services (uplink) via the Fucino Space Centre.  
  
The signing of these agreements makes Telespazio a preferred supplier of satellite services to DRS 
Technologies and will provide a platform for further growth in the US market in the military 
communications and global network communications sectors, in keeping with the company's objective 
of strengthening its position in the fields of homeland security, telemedecine and e-learning in the US 
and abroad.   
 
This agreement also increases DRS Technologies’ opportunities to provide the US defence forces with 
connectivity services in theatres of operations via the use of ground infrastructure (global network 
communications at the Fucino Space Centre) and satellite capacity made available by the 
Finmeccanica Group. 
 

 


