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Rome, 31 July 2006

Finmeccanica confirms its wish to maintain stake in Avio

Following recent press reports about the disposal of shareholdings in Avio, Finmeccanica would like to
state that:

- Pier Francesco Guarguaglini, Chairman and Chief Executive of Finmeccanica, has on a
number of occasions emphasised Finmeccanica’s interest in maintaining a stake in Avio, even
following any change to its shareholder structure.

- Finmeccanica's board of directors has been informed of the talks under way between the
Carlyle Group and potential acquirers regarding the sale of Avio. Finmeccanica is monitoring
developments with interest in view of the above. Given that the terms, conditions and
timescale are still under discussion, Finmeccanica’'s board of directors has given Mr
Guarguaglini a mandate to agree the terms of a deal should a suitable opportunity arise.

Finmeccanica is ltaly’s leading high-tech company, operating in the design and manufacture of helicopters, civil and military aircrafts, aerostructures, satellites, space
infrastructure, missiles and defence electronics. It plays a leading role in the European aerospace and defence industry, and participates in some of the biggest
international programmes in the sector through well-established alliances with European and American partners. Finmeccanica also boasts significant manufacturing
assets and skills in the transport and energy. The group is listed on the Milan stock exchange, and operates in Italy and abroad through its companies and joint ventures. It
employs around 57,000 staff in total.

As part of its drive to maintain and build on its technological expertise, Finmeccanica spends 15% of its revenues on research and development.



